
 

The St. Philip  
Be - News - Zi  

Vol. 45, No. 12            April 2021 

Go out to aĥ  
ĩe wĦld  
and spread ĩe  
Good NewsČ 
Jesus lives! 

 
 



4/21: ADMINISTRATIVE PROFESSIONALSô 
     DAY-Thank You to SPBôs Administrative Assistants! 

 
4/25: 4th SUNDAY OF EASTER/ WORLD DAY 
 OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

St. Philip Benizi Catholic Church  
continues to celebrate public Masses  

throughout the week (Sunday through Saturday). 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, strict protocols  
are still in place.  Please read the document,  

ñProtocols and Procedures for Attending Massò, 
posted on our parish website:  

www.stphilipbenizi.org).  This document is also  
included in SPBôs weekly Flocknote,  
which is sent to parishioners by e-mail. 

 

Our (temporary) Mass Schedule is as follows: 
 

4:00PM Saturday Vigil Mass (English) 
7:30AM Sunday Mass (English) 
10:00AM Sunday Mass (English) 
1:00PM Sunday Mass (Spanish) 
4:00PM Sunday Mass (English) 
7:00PM Sunday Mass (Spanish) 

 

Weekday Masses 
Mon ï Sat: 8:30AM/ Wed: 7:00PM (English) 
Tuesday & Thursday: 7:30PM (Spanish) 

 

Our parish will continue to live-stream Masses:  
https://www.facebook.com/stphilipbenizi.org/, 

or: https://www.stphilipbenizi.org/.  

Calendar of  Events 
April 2021  

  

3/28: PALM SUNDAY 
Regular weekend Mass Schedule used during the  
 pandemic (see times/ bottom right); 
ALL Masses begin in the church; 
Palms will be distributed before each Mass  

 

**NO EUCHARISTIC ADORATION OR 
PRAISE & WORSHIP THIS MONTH** 

 

4/1: HOLY THURSDAY 
No 8:30AM Mass/ 9:00AM Morning Prayer 
7:00PM Bi-lingual Mass of the Lordôs Supper 
NO Adoration after Mass 

 

4/2: GOOD FRIDAY  
No 8:30AM Mass/ 9:00AM Morning Prayer 
12:00 Noon: Stations of the Cross (English) 
3:00PM: Service of the Lordôs Passion (English)  
5:00PM: Stations of the Cross (Spanish/church) 
7:30PM: Service of the Lordôs Passion  
 (Spanish/church) 

 

4/3: HOLY SATURDAY/EASTER VIGIL MASS 
No 8:30AM Mass/ 9:00AM Morning Prayer 
No Blessing of Easter Food 
8:00PM: Bi-lingual Easter Vigil Mass  
(Begins in the church/ No Easter Fire/  
No congregational candles) 

 

4/4: EASTER SUNDAY 
6:30AM: Mass in the Garden (English), Weather  
permitting; (In case of inclement weather, this Mass 
will be cancelled); 
NO registration required, but COVID-19 protocols 
are mandatory (masks, social distancing); 
Please bring your own chairs/blankets  
(None will be provided) 

 
7:00AM Mass (English/church) ï Registration required 
9:00AM Mass (English/church) ï Registration required 
11:00AM Mass (English/church)ïRegistration required 
1:00PM Mass (Spanish/church) ï Registration required 
3:00PM Mass (Spanish/Garden) ï  
NO registration required, but COVID-19 protocols 
are mandatory (masks, social distancing);   
Please bring your own chairs/blankets  
(None will be provided) 

 
7:00PM Mass (Spanish/church) ï Registration required 

 

4/5: EASTER MONDAY 
Morning Mass begins at 10AM; NO 8:30AM Mass  

 

4/11: 2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER/ 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

 

4/18: 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER  

Please check upcoming Bulletins  
and Flocknote e-mails for  

changes or additions to this calendar. 

All Masses will be live-streamed via  
Facebook and our parish website. 

http://www.stphilipbenizi.org


April 2021 
 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

In March, as we approached the one-year anniversary of 

the Coronavirus pandemic, I reread the letters that          

I wrote to you in real time as we experienced one of the 

worst crises of our lifetimes.  I recall writing these letters 

with a desire to stay connected to you, especially during 

the monthsô long lockdown.  The letters were also a way 

for me to express my own emotions, fears, anxieties, 

and stress caused by all that we were going through at 

the time.  Here are a few excerpts: 
 

ñOur present circumstances certainly remind us of how 

very precious life is, as well as how fragile human beings 

really are.  Many of us are experiencing anxiety and 

stress as we realize that we have little control over the 

effects of the virus.  The fear of infection, the need for 

social distancing, and sheltering at home have made us 

all feel insecure.  We wonder how this could be happen-

ing and what will be next.ò 
 

ñDuring times of crisis, like the one we are experiencing 

presently, we should expect that our emotions will run 

high, especially the negative ones.  One of the emotions 

that most of us are feeling right now is that of loss.  Loss 

of security; loss of freedom of movement; loss of a job; 

loss of health; loss of the opportunity to worship togeth-

er; loss of Holy Communion for Catholics; and the worst 

ð loss of those who have succumbed to Covid-19.ò  
 

ñI know that these last few weeks have been extremely 

challenging, stressful, and even frightening.  Our anxiety 

and fears are normal and we should expect them at a 

time like this.  They are not signs of a lack of faith or trust 

in God.  They are part and parcel of being human.           

I think we need to be gentle with ourselves.  Befriend our 

worries and fears, but donôt give in to them.  We are  

people of faith and hope.  God will get us through this.ò 
 

ñThis is an opportunity to contemplate the special people 

in our lives: our spouses and children, our siblings and 

friends, our co-workers and neighbors.  Nothing gives us 

life more than the loving relationships we have with spe-

cial people.  Let those whom you value most know how 

much you love them.  Say to them the three most im-

portant words that we can say: I LOVE YOU!ò 
 

ñAs a priest, celebrating Mass without the community of 

faith present is a cross to bear.  I suppose that the fact 

that this is happening during the season of Lent reminds 

us that we are called to follow Christ in carrying the 

Cross.  But, as you well know, every Good Friday is fol-

lowed by Easter Sunday!  Let us look forward longingly 

to that day when we will all gather together again in our 

beautiful church to celebrate with joy the Eucharist which 

is both a source of our unity and the visible sign that we 

are Christôs Mystical Body here on Earth.ò 

In a letter before Easter 2020, I recommended that    

parishioners place a plain, wooden cross on their front 

lawns that was draped with a white cloth; a public      

witness to our belief in the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

and as a sign of our faith in Him during this time of dark-

ness. 

 

ñSince we will not be celebrating the Sacred Triduum 

and Easter Sunday together in church, I invite you to 

consider witnessing to your faith in your neighborhood by 

placing a wooden cross on your front lawn with a white 

cloth, symbolizing resurrection.  You could also venerate 

that cross as a family on Good Friday as we do during 

the Good Friday Service.  If you choose to do this, 

please share a photo with us.ò 

 

Many parishioners sent us photographs of their crosses 

which we posted on our Facebook page and included 

some of them in the May 2020 Be-News-Zi.  Many    

people commented on how powerful and meaningful the 

experience was for them.  I encourage you to do the 

same this year and as you do so, pray for all those who 

have died from the virus.  Please send us your photos 

again so that we can put them on our Facebook page.  

 

During the past year, over 520,000 Americans have died 

as a result of Covid-19.  This number exceeds the 

deaths that resulted from WW I, WW II, Vietnam, and the 

attacks of 9/11 combined.  We mourn their deaths and 

pray that they are safely home in Godôs loving embrace.  

I would like to gather the names of all those who have 

died from the coronavirus so that we can honor their 

memory in some way.  You may recall that last year we 

honored our heroes ï the men and women who worked 

on the front lines of fighting the pandemic: doctors,   

nurses, hospital personnel, EMTs, and other healthcare 

workers.  Iôd like to do something similar for those we 

know who have died from Covid-19.  Please send us the 

names of your family members, loved ones, and friends 

who died from the virus.  I will work with our staff to plan 

an event where we can display their names, pray for 

them, and celebrate their lives.  You can send the names 

to our Communications Director, Melissa Langlois at: 

mlanglois@stphilipbenizi.org. 

 

As excited as we will be to see ñthe light at the end of the 

tunnelò, the pandemic is not yet over.  Despite the     

positive signs that give us hope for returning to some 

level of normalcy, we need to be vigilant.  When the  

vaccine is available to you, please get vaccinated.    

Continue to wash your hands often, use hand sanitizer, 

and wear masks.  

 

Happy Easter! May the celebration of Christôs resurrec-

tion from the dead fill you with hope, love, and joy!  

  

Love and prayers,  

Fr. John 

mailto:mlanglois@stphilipbenizi.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

ñWITH A FATHERôS HEART: 
that is how Joseph loved Jesus, whom all four Gospels 

refer to as óthe son of Josephô. 
 

Matthew and Luke, the two Evangelists who speak most 
of Joseph, tell us very little, yet enough for us to appreci-
ate what sort of father he was, and the mission entrusted 
to him by Godôs providence. 
 

We know that Joseph was a lowly carpenter, betrothed to 
Mary.  He was a ójust manô, ever ready to carry out Godôs 
will as revealed to him in the Law and through four 
dreams.  After a long and tiring journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem, he beheld the birth of the Messiah in a stable, 
since óthere was no place for themô elsewhere. He wit-
nessed the adoration of the shepherds and the Magi, who 
represented respectively the people of Israel and the   
pagan peoples. 
 

Joseph had the courage to become the legal father of  
Jesus, to whom he gave the name revealed by the angel: 
ñYou shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sinsò.  As we know, for ancient peoples, to give 
a name to a person or to a thing, as Adam did in the    
account in the Book of Genesis, was to establish a rela-
tionship. 
 

In the Temple, forty days after Jesusô birth, Joseph and 

Mary offered their child to the Lord and listened with 

amazement to Simeonôs prophecy concerning Jesus and 

his Mother. To protect Jesus from Herod, Joseph dwelt as 

a foreigner in Egypt. After returning to his own country, he 

led a hidden life in the tiny and obscure village of Naza-

reth in Galilee, far from Bethlehem, his ancestral town, 

and from Jerusalem and the Temple. Of Nazareth it was 

said, óNo prophet is to riseô and indeed, óCan anything 

good come out of Nazareth?ô When, during a pilgrimage 

to Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary lost track of the twelve-

year-old Jesus, they anxiously sought him out and they 

found him in the Temple, in discussion with the doctors of 

the Law.  
 

After Mary, the Mother of God, no saint is mentioned  

more frequently in the papal magisterium than Joseph,  

her spouse.  My Predecessors reflected on the message 
contained in the limited information handed down by the 
Gospels in order to appreciate more fully his central role 
in the history of salvation.  Blessed Pius IX declared him 
ñPatron of the Catholic Churchò, Venerable Pius XII     
proposed him as ñPatron of Workersò, and Saint John 
Paul II as ñGuardian of the Redeemerò.  Saint Joseph is 
universally invoked as the ñpatron of a happy deathò. 
 

Now, one hundred and fifty years after his proclamation 
as Patron of the Catholic Church by Blessed Pius IX       
(8 December 1870), I would like to share some personal 
reflections on this extraordinary figure, so close to our 
own human experience. For, as Jesus says, óout of the 
abundance of the heart, the mouth speaksô (Mt 12:34).  
 

My desire to do so increased during these months of  
pandemic, when we experienced, amid the crisis, how 
óour lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary 
people, people often overlooked. People who do not    
appear in newspaper and magazine headlines, or on the 
latest television show; yet in these very days are surely 
shaping the decisive events of our history. Doctors,    
nurses, storekeepers and supermarket workers, cleaning   
personnel, caregivers, transport workers, men and    
women working to provide essential services and public 
safety, volunteers, priests, men and women religious, and 
so very many others. They understood that no one is 
saved aloneé.  
 

How many people daily exercise patience and offer hope, 
taking care to spread not panic, but shared responsibility. 
How many fathers, mothers, grandparents and teachers 
are showing our children, in small everyday ways, how to 
accept and deal with a crisis by adjusting their routines, 
looking ahead and encouraging the practice of prayer?  
How many are praying, making sacrifices and interceding 
for the good of all?ô  Each of us can discover in Joseph ï 
the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 
presence ï an intercessor, a support and a guide in times 
of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that those who      
appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incompara-
ble role in the history of salvation.  A word of recognition 
and of gratitude is due to them all.ò 
 

(Excerpt: Patris Corde ï Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis on the  
150th Anniversary of the Proclamation of Saint Joseph as Patron of  

the Universal Church; December 8, 2020) 
 

(Read the full text of Pope Francisô Apostolic Letter at: 
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/

papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html) 

 

Consecration to St. Joseph 
 

O dearest St. Joseph, I consecrate myself  
to thy honor and give myself to thee,  

that thou may always be my father, my protector,  
and my guide in the way of salvation.  

Obtain for me a great purity of heart and a fervent love 
of the interior life.  After thine example, may I do  
all my actions for the greater glory of God,  
in union with the Divine Heart of Jesus and the  

Immaculate Heart of Mary!  And do thou, O Blessed  
St. Joseph, pray for me that I may share  

in the peace and joy of thy holy death.  Amen. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html

