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Quote of the Month 
 

We adore Thee, O Christ,  

and we praise Thee,  

because by Thy holy cross, 

Thou hast redeemed the world.  
~St. Francis of Assisi 

ñHave mercy on me, O God,  

in your goodness; 

In the greatness of your compassion,  

wipe out my offense. 

Thoroughly wash me from my guilt 

and of my sin cleanse me.ò 
(Psalm 51: 3-4) 

Remember 
that you are 

dust, 
and to dust 
you shall  

return.  



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Calendar of Events  

FEBRUARY 2012  
 

2/2:  PRESENTATION OF THE LORD  

Blessing of Candles during the 8:30AM and 7:30PM Masses. 
 

2/3:  FEAST OF ST. BLASE - 8:30AM Mass; 

Blessing of throats will take place during the Mass. 
 

2/3-4:  EUCHARISTIC ADORATION  
begins the First Friday of every month in the Chapel, after the 
8:30AM Mass and concludes with Benediction at 7:45AM Sat-
urday morning. 
 

2/3:  HOLY HOUR FOR VOCATIONS  

Holy Hour will be held in the Chapel from 4-5PM during First 
Friday Adoration.  Join us as we pray for an increase of voca-
tions to the Priesthood, Diaconate, and Religious Life. 
 

2/22: ASH WEDNESDAY - (the beginning of Lent) 

  

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

English Masses : 7:15AM, 8:30AM, 12 Noon, 5:45PM 
Spanish Masses : 1:30PM, 7:30PM 

  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
will take place each week during Lent, 

beginning Friday, February 24th, as follows: 
 

Mondays (Spanish) - 7:30PM 
Wednesdays (English) - 8:00AM 

Fridays (English) - 7:00PM 
 

2/26: 1ST SUNDAY OF LENT  
Join us during  the 10:45AM Mass as we celebrate Black 
Catholic Heritage; a reception will follow the Mass. 

GEORGIA BULLETIN  
 
The Georgia Bulletin is the official newspaper of the Archdiocese 
of Atlanta.  It provides the Catholic community of North Georgia 
local Catholic news, information, columns, essays and photo-
graphs, as well as national and international news, related to the 
Church. The Georgia Bulletin is published bi-weekly, every other 
Thursday, and is mailed directly to all Catholic families.  The pa-
per is also available online at www.georgiabulletin.org.  
 
During February of each year, our Parish Office mails a donation 
request to each parish family on our Georgia Bulletin mailing list.  
Parishes are billed for those receiving the newspaper and parish-
ioners are urged to support the work of the Georgia Bulletin with 
an annual donation of $18.00.  You may return your donation 
request by mail, drop it off at the Parish Office, or place it in a 
collection basket.  Whichever method you choose, we ask that 
you please return it promptly. 
 
If you are not receiving the Georgia Bulletin, please contact the 
Parish Office at (770) 478-0178.  If you no longer wish to receive 
it, either hand-write a note on your donation request or contact 
our Parish Office and we will remove your name from the mailing 
list.  Thank you! 

Submitted by Fr. Michael Kolodziej, OFM Conv.  
 

St. Francis had a great appreciation for the Incarna-
tionðGod becoming human and taking on human flesh.  
For Francis, the celebration of the Lordôs birth was a 
great mystery and feast.  Francis also had a great devo-
tion to the blessed Mother Mary.  She was the instru-
ment through which God became human.  In her womb, 
she carried the Son of God.  She is truly ñBlessedò 
among women! 
 

Franciscans have tried to make this mystery of the Incar-
nation important to all peoples.  One way to do this was 
through the recitation of the Angelus Prayer.  Over the 
years, church bells continue to be rung at 12:00 noon 
and 6:00PM to announce the Angelus.  People are to 
stop their activity and pray the Angelus Prayer at these 
two times.  It is a great way to honor the Mother of God, 
to keep before us this great mystery of the Incarnation, 
and to take time for prayer. 
 

THE ANGELUS PRAYER 
 

The Angel of the Lord made the announcement to Mary 
and she conceived by the Holy Spirit. 
HAIL MARY, FULL OF GRACEé 
 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord!  Be it done unto me 
according to your word. 
HAIL MARY, FULL OF GRACEé 
 

And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 
HAIL MARY, FULL OF GRACEé 
 

Pray for us, O holy Mother of God. 
That we made be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
 

Let us pray.  Pour forth we beseech you, O Lord, your 
grace into our hearts that we to whom the Incarnation of 
Christ, your Son, was made known by the message of 
an angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to 
the glory of his Resurrection. Through the same Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T H E  A N G ELU Sɂ 
A  F R A N C I S C A N  T R A D I T I O N  

http://www.georgiabulletin.org


 
February 2012 
 
 
Dear Parishioners, 

 
St. Philip Benizi Parish is well known in the Archdio-
cese of Atlanta for the way that we recognize and 
celebrate our cultural diversity.  We are blessed to 
have parishioners from many different nations and 
cultures.  United by our faith in Jesus Christ, we cele-
brate our diversity and praise God for bringing us 
together as one family. 

 
On Saturday, January 21, 2012, our Filipino commu-
nity celebrated the Feast of Santo Niño.  Santo Niño 
refers to the ñHoly Childò, Jesus.  The image is re-
vered on the third Sunday of January during the cele-
bration of the Mass and during the festivities that fol-
low.  The original image of Santo Niño can be found 
in the Basilica Minore del Santo Niño in Cebu, Philip-
pines.  Millions of pilgrims travel there each year to 
reverence the image. The Philippines has been 
placed under the patronage of Santo Niño. 

 
This year, during the Mass of Santo Niño at St. 
Philipôs, we permanently installed the image of Santo 
Niño in the Cry Room of the church.  The image was 
given to St. Philip Benizi Church by our local Filipino 
community.  It is a beautiful image of the child Jesus 
that will now grace our church for years to come. 

 
I want to thank the Filipino community, in particular 
Bernie Utt and family, for this wonderful gift.  I am 
also grateful to parishioner John Parker who built 
and installed the stand which holds the image.  Most 
especially, I wish to thank the Filipino community of 
St. Philip Benizi for their loving presence in our par-
ish for many, many years.  We are blessed by your 
presence and all the support you offer us through the 
stewardship of your time, talent and treasure. 

 
Throughout this year, there will be other celebrations 
which have their origin in the nations from which our 
parishioners come.  I would like to encourage you to 
take part in these celebrations.  The more we know 
about and participate in the distinct cultural traditions 
and devotions of our fellow parishioners, the more 
we are united as one parish family.  We are blessed 
by each and every nation and culture represented in 
our parish ï and for that we should be grateful. 

 
Have a blessed February!  Happy Valentineôs Day! 

 
Your Pastor, 
Fr. John 
 
 

Santo Niño de Cebu 
 

The Feast of Santo Niño, celebrated on the third Sunday of 
January, honors the Holy Child Jesus and marks the arrival 
of the Christian faith to the Philippines.  In 1521, the Portu-
guese explorer Ferdinand Magellan arrived in Cebu, the 
leading city of the southern Philippine Islands, and claimed 
the territory for Spain.  He shortly formed an alliance with 
its royal family.  This alliance led to the royal familyôs con-
version to Christianity and their acceptance of Christian 
names, King Carlos and Queen Juana.  As a symbol of this 
alliance and a baptismal gift, Magellan presented Queen 
Juana with a statue of Santo Niño, the Holy Child Jesus.  
Along with the rulers of the island, some 800 natives were 
also baptized into the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
After Magellan died in 1521, the remainder of his men re-
turned to Spain.  The Spanish explorer, Miguel López de 
Legazpi arrived in Cebu in 1565 and occupied the villages, 
ruled by Rajah Tupas.  The Santo Niño statue, given to 
Queen Juana, was nearly destroyed in a conflict between 
the Spanish and the people of Cebu.  In the battle, the peo-
ple of Cebu were defeated and fled to the mountains, their 
village being burned to the ground.  The statue of Santo 
Niño was later found inside a wooden box, untouched in 
the burning ruins.  The Augustinian Friars that accompa-
nied López de Legazpi in his expedition proclaimed that the 
statue performed miracles.  Together, Spanish and Filipino 
alike saw the statueôs preservation from destruction as a 
sign from God and built a church on the site where it was 
found.  The church was named the Basilica Minore del 
Santo Niño.  The Feast of Santo Niño, celebrated by the 
Filipino people, is in commemoration of these events and a 
time of thanksgiving for the Christian faith.  
 
The Sinulog  is an annual festival held on the third Sunday 
of January by the people of the Philippines. The festival 
commemorates the Cebuano peopleôs acceptance of Ro-
man Catholicism and features a street parade with partici-
pants in brightly-colored costumes, dancing to the rhythm 
of drums, trumpets and native songs.  The word Sinulog 
comes from the Cebuano adverb sulog which roughly 
means ñlike the movement of water currentò; it describes 
the forward-backward movement of the Sinulog dance.  
The dance consists of two steps forward and one step 
backward, done to the sound of drums as the faithful shout 
prayers of petition and thanksgiving to God. 
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helping each other with the mildness of the Lord, despising no one.   

When you can do good, defer it not,  
cfdbvtf!¬bmnt!efmjwfst!gspn!efbui/­¯ 

 
~St. Polycarp,  Epistle to the Philippians, Ch. 10 

(St. Polycarp is one of hundreds of Black/African Catholic Saints) 

(Feast Day: February 23) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLACK CATHOLIC HERITAGE MONTH  
Submitted by Deacon Leonard Chambliss  

 

Through the combined efforts of many at St. Philip Benizi Parish, we will use the month of February 
2012 (traditionally Black History Month ) to highlight the achievements and contributions of the 
ôpeople of colorõ to the development of our Catholic faith.  
 
Over the centuries, the Catholic Church has been blessed through the early development of Christian-
ity, particularly in the region of northern Africa, mainly in and around Alexandria (Egypt), the site of 
the first universities and libraries.  Three of our early popes: St. Victor I (186 -198), St. Miltiades (311 -
314), and St. Gelasius (492 -496) were from northern Africa.  This blessing has been extended even to-
day to America with the ordination of several bishops of African descent.  
 
Please join the St. Philip Benizi parish community and the allies of African and African -American pa-
rishioners in accentuating and celebrating the contributions of Black Catholic Heritage.   The cul-
tural interpretations will consist of a movie night, dialogue, music, and poetry.  It will culminate with 
the celebration of a Mass on February 26 at 10:45AM, with a Reception following.  
 
Black heritage is everybodyõs heritage, particularly in the U.S., so come and take a role in the ôrite of 
passageõ of a culture.  This is a St. Philip Benizi Parish initiative.  Please help us highlight the contri-
butions, and especially the historical legacy, of our Catholic doctrine.  

 

ALL ARE WELCOMEé 
 

 



 
OUR LADY OF DIVINE PROVIDENCE  

Patroness of Puerto Rico 
 

Members of St. Philip Benizi Parish joined our Puerto Rican community on November 13, 2011 
during the 12:30PM Mass to honor our Blessed Mother under the title of Our Lady of Divine 
Providence (OLDP).  This beautiful celebration is an annual event which focuses on the tender, 
loving nature of Mary, the Mother of Jesus.  The stunning statue of Our Lady (bottom right) 
shows Mary leaning over the Child, who, ñin an attitude of complete trust, sleeps peacefully on 
her lap.  The Virgin's hands are folded in prayer while she gently supports her Son's left hand.ò  
The image ñsuggests tenderness, abandonment, devotion and peace.ò  
 

The statue, donated to our parish by OLDP 
Committee, is prominently displayed in the 
foyer of the Bishop Hartmayer Education 
Building throughout the year. 
 

Right (L-R): Deacon Julio Martinez,  
Fr. Abelardo Huanca (Presider), Fr. John 
Koziol (Pastor), Fr. Michael Kolodziej, and 

Deacon Etienne Rodriguez.  Deacons Joe Anzalone  
and Dick Tolcher also assisted during the Mass. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Left: The Spanish Choir sang beautifully throughout the  
celebration which included many Marian Hymns to Our Lady. 

 
Below: The presence of the Knights of Columbus  

added to the sacredness of the liturgy. 
 

While Angélica Díaz  
(below-center) sang the Ave 

Maria, this beautiful, little 
angel (left) offered a bouquet 

of flowers to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  Also pictured, 

Haydee Santiago,  
Chairperson of OLDP 

Committee,  
expressed sincere 

thanks at the conclu-
sion of the Mass to the 

Friars, committee 
members, choir, and 

all who attended. 
 

A wonderful reception 
followed in the Parish 
Hall which included a 

delicious meal,  
prepared by the  

OLDP Committee. 
 
 

(Article & Photos by 

Yone Daly) 



 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Patroness of the Americas/Protectress of the Unborn 
 

You donôt have to be Spanish or speak the language in order to understand or appreciate the beautiful and well portrayed re-
enactment of our Blessed Motherôs appearance to an Aztec peasant, Juan Diego, under the title of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
Taking a few minutes to read about the events that took place on Tepeyac Hill in Mexico, nearly 500 years ago, helps to trans-
port one to the site of a miracle and a message from Our Lady.  We thank the members of St. Philipôs Mexican community for 
the time and effort they graciously give, year after year, during weeks of rehearsals and hours of decorating, transforming our 
sanctuary into the hillside of the Tepeyac desert, in Mexico.  The following is a brief explanation of the apparitions: 
 
ñAccording to Roman Catholic tradition, on December 9, 1531, Juan Diego, a recently converted Aztec indigenous peas-
ant, had a vision of a young woman while he was on a hill in the Tepeyac desert, near Mexico City. The lady asked him to 
build a church exactly on the spot where they were standing. He told the local Bishop Juan de Zumarraga, who asked for 
proof in exchange. 
 

Juan Diego went back later and saw the lady again. He told her that the bishop wanted proof, and she instructed Juan 
Diego to go to the mountain top, where he found Castillian roses, which were native to Bishop Zumarraga's hometown 
and could not possibly bloom during wintertime.  Juan Diego cut the roses, placed them in his apron-like tilma and re-
turned to the bishop; an imprint of the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared on the tilma from the residue of the soil and roses.  
Today, the icon is displayed in the nearby Basilica of Guadalupe, now one of the most visited Catholic shrines in the 
world.ò (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Our_Lady_of_Guadalupe) 

(L-R): The beautiful decorations, which included images of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe and Juan Diego, Tepeyac Hill, and hundreds of 
pink and white roses, helped convey the story of Our Ladyôs ap-
pearance to Juan Diego. The ñactorsò participating in the re-
enactment are members of our Spanish community; all did an 
excellent job in their portrayals during the Mass on December 11. 

(L-R): Juan Diego (L) repeatedly returned to the Franciscan 
Bishop to deliver Our Ladyôs request to have a shrine built on 
Tepeyac Hill, but the unbelieving Bishop asked him to return 
with a sign from Our Lady.  Juan Diego followed Our Ladyôs 
instructions and climbed Tepeyac Hill, gathering roses in his 
tilma (cloak), which were growing there in the middle of winter.  
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